A Columbia Pictures’ Press Sheet 


“THE WOMAN EATER” 


(Review ) 

Horror to stagger the imagi- 
nation highlights “The Woman 
Eater,” Columbia Pictures’ new 
thriller starring George Cou- 
louris and Vera Day, which 
opened yesterday at the................ 
Theatre. The “woman eater” of 
the film is a tropical jungle tree 
which feeds on beautiful young 
women and Coulouris plays the 
scientist who hopes to extract 
from the tree a fluid which re- 
stores life to the dead, as the 
Amazon jungle natives are re- 
ported to do. 

Coulouris sacrifices a number 
of lovely victims to the “woman 
eater,” extracts his precious 
fluid, and then begins his su- 
preme experiment. Vera Day, his 
beautiful, blonde and unsuspect- 
ing young housekeeper, is slated 
by Coulouris to share his fame, 
but Coulouris’ native helper has 
plans of his own for the attrac- 
tive young woman. 

An international stage and 
screen star, Coulouris’ portrait 
of the half-crazed scientist is a 
solid one and Miss Day is ex- 
tremely attractive as the near- 
victim of the woman eater. 

Brandon Fleming’s exciting 
screenplay has been shrewdly 
paced by director Charles Saun- 
ders for accumulating thrills. 
The Fortress Film production 
for Columbia Pictures’ release 
was produced by Guido Coen. 


(George Coulouris) 
George Coulouris, internation- 
al motion picture and stage star 
for a quarter of a century, cur- 
rently stars with lovely Vera Day 


in Columbia Pictures’ science- 
fiction release, “The Woman 
Hager. unNowat tes, 00 8... 
Theatre. 


Born in Manchester, England, 
he made his first professional 
appearance in Manchester in 
“Outward Bound.” An associa- 
tion with the famous Old Vic 
was followed by a Broadway ap- 
pearance in “The Late Christo- 
pher Bean.” Coulouris made the 
film version, and then returned 
to Broadway with Orson Welles’ 
Mercury Theatre productions. 

In Hollywood, he appeared in 
such films as “Citizen Kane,” “A 
Song to Remember,” “For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,” “Watch on the 
Rhine,” “Mr. Skeffington,” “Joan 
of Arc” and others. Coulouris 
then returned to England where 
he has been active in the theatre 
and motion pictures. 
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(Mat 1-A; Still No. Art 1) “The 
Woman Eater” claims another beauti- 
ful victim. George Coulouris and Vera 
Day star in the Columbia release. 


(Mat 2-A; Still No. 45) Vera Day watches with horror as George Coulouris 
attempts to bring murdered Joyce Gregg back to life in Columbia Pictures’ 
science-fiction release, “The Woman Eater.” 


(Vera Day) 


A comparative screen new- 
comer, lovely Vera Day is one 
of the beautiful girls slated to 
be the victims of “The Woman 
Eater,” in that Columbia Pic- 
tures’ science-fiction release at 
TRESS eR eee Theatre. The 
blonde and diminutive actress 
stars with George Coulouris in 
the new Columbia horror hit. 

Vera, born at Forest Gate, 
London, has had a truly mete- 
oric rise to stardom since her 
show business bow a few years 
ago. Previously she had been a 
typist, shop assistant, reception- 
ist and model. She auditioned 
for the London stage production 
of “Wish You Were Here” and 
was signed on the spot. Her 
debut was so impressive that she 
was signed for a role in “Dance 
Little Lady,” a motion picture. 
Vera then appeared onstage 
again in “Pal Joey,” following 
this with a television series for 
the BBC. 

Miss Day was chosen by Sir 
Carol Reed to appear in his film 
‘A Kid for Two Farthings.” She 
appeared in “The Prince and the 
Showgirl,” as Marilyn Monroe’s 
friend, and now she’s starred in 
“The Woman Eater.” 

Brandon Fleming wrote the 
screenplay for the Fortress Film 
production. The picture was di- 
rected by Charles Saunders. 
Guido Coen produced. 


(Production Reader ) 

One of the most unusual props 
ever used in a motion picture is 
the tropical tree that feeds on 
beautiful young girls in Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ “The Woman 
Eater,” starring George Cou- 
louris and Vera Day at the 
See RO eee Theatre. The tree 
was specially devised for the 
Columbia science-fiction release. 

Climax of “The Woman Eater” 
shows the tree being destroyed 
by flames, but it actually caught 
fire accidentally on the very first 
day of shooting. A “stand-in” 
had to be supplied before pro- 
duction could be resumed again. 


(Hula-Hula Dancer ) 

Vera Day, who stars with 
George Coulouris in Columbia 
Pictures’ horror release at the 
ee Seo Theatre, “The Woman 
Eater,” first is seen in the film 
as a hula-hula dancer. At the 
tender age of six, Vera won a 
contest as. the best-dressed child 
in a fancy dress parade; she was 
dressed as a hula-hula dancer. 
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(General Advance) 

“The Woman Eater,” Columbia 
Pictures’ hair-raising horror 
story starring George Coulouris 
and lovely blonde Vera Day, 
opens at the 
Pee eee are Theatre. A Fortress 
Film production for Columbia 
release, “The Woman Eater” 
concerns a fantastic tree from 
the Amazon jungles that, literal- 
ly, lives by devouring women. 
It destroys only the most beau- 
tiful and its diabolical master, a 
hnalf-mad scientist who searches 
two continents for its glamorous 
victims, hopes to prepare a fluid 
extract from the tree which can 
restore life to the dead. 

Coulouris plays the scientist 
who returns from the Amazon 
region believing he has learned 
the natives’ secret of life restor- 
ation. When a plant of the 
woman-devouring tree becomes 
fully grown, he begins his grisly 
sacrifies of lovely victims to the 
tree. 

An international star of the 
stage and screen, Coulouris is 
reported to give one of his usual 
distinguished performances as 
the scientist, while Miss Day, in 
her first starring vehicle, is said 
to be one of the more exciting 
near-victims of the “woman 
eater.” 

“The Woman Eater” was 
penned by Brandon Fleming. 
Charles Saunders directed the 
Columbia thriller for producer 
Guido Coen. 


(Opening Notice ) 

Columbia Pictures’ “The Wo- 
man Eater,” new horror film 
starring George Coulouris and 
Viera sDay-sODeENS..saccucet eto ote 
at the 
Tale of a jungle tree that de- 
vours beautiful women, “The 
Woman Eater” is a Fortress Film 
production. Brandon Fleming 
wrote the screenplay of the 
Columbia release. Charles Saun- 
ders directed and Guido Coen 
produced “The Woman Eater.” 


( Bizarre Tree) 

A bizarre jungle tree that 
feeds on the bodies of beautiful 
young girls is one of the sensa- 
tional features of “The Woman 
Eater,” Columbia Pictures’ hor- 
ror release now at the ................... 
Theatre. George Coulouris and 
Vera Day are starred in the 
thriller which deals with the 
attempt of a scientist to extract 
a life-restoring fluid from the 
woman-eating tree. 
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SEE 


the nerve- 
shattering 
Dance of Death! 


SEE 


the 
Woman Eater 
ensnare the 
beauties of 
two continents! 


SEE 


its hideous 
arms devour 
them in a 


Written by BRANDON FLEMING - Produced by GUIDO COEN 
Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS -a ForTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 
A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE 
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Ad No. 204—196 Lines 


eens a 


CAST and CREDITS 


Dr. James Moran..George Coulouris PmiGs-Carnten te ce... es Roger Avon 
Salvia > seuot’: acer eae ete Vera Day Dr. Patterson ....... Norman Claridge 
PUY ORV ANN sec deseo acs ae Joy Webster SUC Wand! ha Stanley Platts 
Jack Venner ................. Peter Wayn Detective Freeman .. Peter Lewiston 
| £1) |e A er Jimmy Vaughan Coffee Stall Girl ............ Susan Neil 
Susan) Curtis: = 15.542 Sara Leighton Bristow ..... fle 4. hanky. ROSS 
Margaret Santor ......... Joyce Gregg Rifle Range Attendant 


Det. Insp. Brownlow 
Maxwell Foster Witch Doctor ..... 


Alexander Field 
.... Shief Ashanti 


St BOOMs. Edward Higgins Rescue Party Leader ..... John Grant 
Lewis Carling ...Robert MacKenzie Pheskascari: shocks John Tin 
Native Girne i is.cc8 Mapessa Dawn Man at Pub ‘Dive’ ..... David Lawton 


Original Story and Screenplay by Brandon Fleming; Directed by Charles 
Saunders; Production Manager, Frank Bevis; Camera Operator, Anthony 
Heller; First Assistant, Douglas Hermes; Continuity, Vera Pavey; Make-up 
Artist, Terry Terrington; Hairdresser, Doris Pollard; Sound, Mickey Jay; 
Director of Photography, Ernest Palmer; Art Director, Herbert Smith; 
Editor, Seymour Logie; Music Composed and Conducted by Edwin Astiey; 
Produced by Guido Coen. A Fortress Film Production. A Columbia Pictures 


Release. 
STORY 


(Not for Publication) Half-mad scientist James Moran returns from the 
Amazon jungles with a sacred tribal tree which feeds on beautiful young 
girls. The sap he extracts from the tree will, he believes, revive the dead. 
A blonde and beautiful showgirl, Sally, is slated to be Moran’s next sacri- 
fice. When she is rescued by police and her boy friend, Moran and his 
native aide are killed and the woman-eating tree is destroyed by fire. 


(Running Time: 70 Minutes)- 


All material in this pressbook has been approved under the MPAA Advertising 
Code, a self-regulatory procedure of the Motion Picture Association of America. 
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BRANDON FLEMING + GUIDO COEN 
Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS 


A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 


A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE 
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Only the most 
beautiful are 
the victims! 
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Written by Produced by Directed by 
BRANDON FLEMING + GUIDO COEN - CHARLES SAUNDER 
A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 
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COULOURIS “Wtq 
vera DAY 


A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION * A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE 


Ad No. 103—42 Lines 


THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL... 
ARE THE a 
VICTIMS! wo 
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GEORGE, VERA Hao 

COULOURIS - DAY fie aap 
ont = WU if 


FILM PRODUCTION * 


A COLUMBIA i 
PICTURES RELEASE 


Ad No. 102—28 Lines 


A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 


A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE WQS 


COMPOSITE 
CAMPAIGN MAT 
SPECIAL No. 1 


includes the fol- 
lowing eight ads 
and two publicity 
scenes: 

e Ad No. 101 
Ad No. 102 
Ad No. 103 
Ad No. 104 
Ad No. 105 
Ad No. 201 
Ad No. 202 
Ad No. 203 
Publicity 1-A 
Publicity 2-A 


Wi GEORGE VERA 
al COULOURIS - DAY 


Written by BRANDON FLEMING 
Produced by GUIDO COEN 

Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS 
A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 


A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE 


Ad No. 203—70 Lines 


NO BEAUTIFUL at , 


WOMAN IS Uh 
SAFE SZ 
FROM 


A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION poridboss os prod 
A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS 


Ad No. 202—56 Lines 


Ad No. 201—28 Lines 


Official Billing 


GEORGE COULOURIS © VERA DAY 50% 


THE WOMAN EATER =: 


Written by BRANDON FLEMING 15% 
Produced by GUIDO COEN e Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS 


15% 
A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 10% 


A COLUMBIA PICTURES RELEASE 15% 


Accessories 


® ONE SHEET (illustrated at left.) 

@ 22 x 28 (SLIDE same design.) ® TRAILER 
e EIGHT 11x 14's e INSERT CARD 

@ 40x 60, 30 x 40, 24x 82 and 24x 60 DISPLAYS 
@ FOUR STILL SETS @ COMPOSITE MAT 


(20 horizontals, 20 uprights, pressbook set, art 
set.) 


SCARE "EMI! Use anything and 


everything you can 
to start the flesh crawling before they 
see the picture! 


e Advertise via poster a nurse will be sta- 
tioned in theatre during shows. 

e Aspirins in envelopes imprinted: “If You 
Feel Your Hair Standing on End While 
Watching ‘The Woman Eater’ at Work, 
Take This!” 

e Bally of girl wearing a fright wig, hair 
standing straight up, with sign: “I’ve Just 
Met ‘The Woman Eater!’ State Theatre.” 

@ Advertise for ten beautiful girls who would 
like to test their charms with “The Woman 
Eater!” 

@ Have a scantily-clad girl in a cage on a 
bannered truck with sign: “She’s the Next 
Meal for ‘The Woman Eater!’ ” 

e Place some seeds in a small envelope with 
imprint: “Plant These Seeds and Grow 
‘The Woman Eater!’ See ‘The Woman 
Eater,” ete. 

e Another envelope giveaway could contain 
a tree or vegetable leaf with imprinted 
instructions: ‘Hold in Closed Hand Five 
Minutes. If It Feels Warm, Get Rid of This 
Leaf Fast! It’s From ‘The Woman Eater!” 


f 7 Previous 
HORROR ‘STARS! sv" 
films have pictured people, creatures 
and “things” that have shocked movie- 
goers. Ask a disc jockey to run a contest 
wherein guest tickets are awarded lis- 
teners who send in the longest list of 
“scream” weirdies who have made screen 
history. Among those acceptable would 
be: Dr. Jekyll, “The Mummy,” “Crea- 
ture From the Black Lagoon,” “The 
Zombies,” “The Thing,” Martians 
(“War of the Worlds”), Dracula, ete. 


SHOW CIRLS! Str te inter 


est of passersby 
with a lobby board picturing the lovely 
victims of “The Woman Eater,” with a 
suitable caption: “To Maintain Life, 
‘The Woman Eater’ Must Be Fed! See 
the Fate of These Dainty Morsels!” Use 
Still Nos. 16, 29, 42, 68. Post Still No. 
26 at the bottom of the display: “Dinner 
Is Served!” 


DRIVE-IN’S! * Sess a a 


concession coun- 
ter for “The Woman Eater.” 
¢ Page young girls, volunteers for “The 
Woman Eater.” 
e Play women’s scream recordings over 


loudspeaker with sound of drums. 


LOBBY HORROR! ** 


lobby 
show case of horror and shock-sell for 
your patrons. 


e Test tubes, tubing, fish tank pump, bub- 
bling water, flashing lights, ete., with red 
liquid, “blood,” circulating through system. 
(Still No. 55.) 

@ Station ambulance at curb, nurse in lobby 
to take blood pressure of those who request 
it. 

@ Issue insurance policy against collapse, for 
people of low blood pressure. 

@ Simulate “The Woman Eater” tree for the 
lobby, holding scantily-robed store mani- 
kin, with lots of vines, suction cups, ete. 
(Still No. 24.) 

© Post a graph of audience reactions with 
high points “ribboned” to appropriate stills. 

© Borrow electric-shock machine for foyer to 
test ability of patrons to withstand shocks. 

e Place mirror in lobby with sign at top: 
“You Are a Lovely Woman! Don’t Become 
a Victim of ‘The Woman Eater!’ ” 

© Sign in lobby: “Warnitnc! Do Not Feed 
‘The Woman Eater’ Anything But a Beauti- 
ful Girl!” 

e@ Play screaming women sound effects, record 
No. 5001B. Order from: Thomas J. Valen- 
tino, Inc., 150 West 46th St., N. Y. 36, N.Y. 


MEDICS, T00! a a large 


oster near 
your theatre entrance: “Calling All 
Doctors! Please Notify Usher or Nurse 
of Your Seat Location for Emergency 
Treatments During Screenings of ‘The 
Woman Eater!” Invite internes to attend 
shows as your guests, wearing their 
white outfits, carrying stethoscopes, 
medical bags, etc. Another sign could 
have the names of the doctors in the 
theatre watching the picture: “Now On 
Duty.” 


HELP WANTED! Ses == 


in your 
local paper: “WANTED. We Desperately 
Need Food for ‘The Woman Eater! Do 
Your Bit for Science! Only Young, 
Pretty Girls Apply State Theatre.” Pre- 
sent guest admissions to the first ten or 
more applicants “to familiarize them 
with their duties!” 


RADIO SPOT! 15 SECONDS: 


No woman is 
safe from “The Woman Eater!” See the 
most horrible creature ever to come out 
of the earth! In Columbia Pictures’ “The 
Woman Eater!” State Theatre, now! 


Title Stunts! 


e Throwaways for girls: “You Are a 
Lovely Girl. Don’t Be the Next Victim 
of ‘The Woman Eater!’ See,” etc. 


e Tie-ups—Restaurant: ‘We Cater to 
‘The Woman Eater!’ She Knows Our 
Reputation For Fine Food!” Florist: 
“We Don’t Have ‘The Woman Eater!’ 
Not Even a Fly Eater—But Our Trop- 
ical Flowers, etc.” 


e Disc jockey contest offering guest 
tickets for longest list of movie titles 
with word “Woman” in them. 


A flower leaf in manila envelope as 
giveaway to radio/TV_ personnel, 
critics, etc., imprinted with copy: 
“Innocent Looking? Don’t Touch! It 
May Be From ‘The Woman Eater!’ 
See,” etc. 


Printed in U.S.A. 


THE WOMAN EATER 


starring 


GEORGE COULOURIS - VERA DAY 


Screenplay by BRANDON FLEMING + Produced by GUIDO COEN + Directed by CHARLES SAUNDERS 


A FORTRESS FILM PRODUCTION 


RELEASED BY COLUMBIA PICTURES 


SYNOPSIS: A jungle tree which feeds on the bodies of 
beautiful girls is brought to England by mad scientist 
George Coulouris, who uses its sap in experiments to 
perfect a formula which will bring the dead back to 
life. Blonde Vera Day is slated to be another of the 
tree’s victims but Vera’s boy friend arrives in time to 
rescue her. 


Copyright © 1959 Columbia Pictures Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Printed in U.S.A. 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


